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How to recognise hazardous objects  
and protective measures 
For a couple of years, investigations into the presence 
of potentially dangerous heritage have been ongoing 
within the War Heritage Institute. With this leaflet,  
we hope to raise awareness about the  
potential risks. In no way is this leaflet  
complete, the risks shown are the  
results of initial investigations  
in the War Heritage  
Institute’s extensive  
collections.

HOW TO RECOGNISE IT?  
The potential risks are divided into 5 categories,  
but objects can easily belong to more than one  

category. Like, for example, the gas masks used  
for protection during chemical warfare but which  

can also contain asbestos.
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ALWAYS USE:
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CHEMICAL WARFARE 
EQUIPMENT
TESTING FLUIDS
Examples WHI:  
Detection kits
 

GAS MASKS (ASBESTOS)

OLD PESTICIDES
NAPHTHALENE
Examples WHI: 
Mothballs used in  
display cases 
 

HEAVY METALS
ARSENIC (As)
Examples WHI:  
Taxidermied animals,  
fake flowers, textiles,  
inside medical kits

LEAD (Pb)
Examples WHI:  
Old inventory numbers,  
metal insignias, enamels, flags 

ANTIMONY (Sb) 
Examples WHI:  
Insignias, bowl

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
CHROMIC ACID
Examples WHI: 
Medical suitcases 

MERCURY CHLORIDE/ 
HYDRARGYRUM CHLORIDE
Examples WHI: 
historic medication in  
powder or tablet form 

SULFAMIDE
Examples WHI: 
Bandage kits,  
medical suitcases

ASBESTOS 
Examples WHI: 
Fire-resistant suit,  
gas masks, pipe

DO NOT 
OPEN


